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I’m beyond delighted The Hitman’s Daughter has been chosen for 
your book club! Please find in this kit some materials to help you plan 
and get inspired for an engaging and fun gathering, including:

• The Hitman’s Daughter Playlist
• A Discussion Guide 
• A Conversation with the Author
• Custom Cocktail Pairings 

But, wait there’s more! (Okay, that phrase sounded less like an 
infomercial in my head, nevertheless its enthusiasm is 100% genuine.) 

Interested in having me 
virtually attend your 
gathering to answer 
questions about my novel?  
I’d be happy and honored to 
be an online guest at your 
book club. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me 
with details. Additional info 
to set up a booking can be 
found on my website: 
www.carolynetopdjian.com.

http://www.carolynetopdjian.com/


Song Title Artist

Once Upon a December Emile Pandolfi
Seven Devils Florence + the Machine
Game of Survival Ruelle
In the Cold I’m Standing M83  
Tourner dans le Vide Indila
Lovely Daisy Gray cover
Toxic Sofia Karlberg cover
True Love Waits Radiohead
Make It Rain Ed Sheeran
Way Down We Go Kaleo
Wolf Allan Rayman

During your book club event, listen to The Hitman’s Daughter inspired 
playlist created by Carolyne on Spotify at: https://spoti.fi/3fs9It3.

https://spoti.fi/3fs9It3


***WARNING: Plot Spoilers Ahead in Questions***

• What do you think of Mave’s decision to hide her past as the hitman’s daughter 
for a “fresh start?” Do you think it was wise or healthy? Think of a life situation 
where you may have pretended to be someone you’re not. In what scenarios do 
you think it’s okay, if at all, to take on a new identity or hide parts of your past? 

• If you were in Mave’s shoes, who would you have trusted for uncovering the truth 
and believing your version of events? Do you think Mave’s wariness of Holden, 
the sheriff, and others was warranted? Why or why not? 

1. How did the letters from 1991 affect your understanding of the plot? While you 
were reading, did you anticipate the intricacies of Mave’s past? If so, when?

• How did your guesses of the murderer and the motives behind Birdie’s death 
develop throughout the novel? Did you agree with any of Mave’s theories as she 
grew increasingly suspicious of Hendrick, Tag, Charlie, etc.?

• Many of the characters in The Hitman’s Daughter struggle for power over others 
and manipulate them with the so-called intention of protecting their family. Why 
do you think Cain, Birdie, or Mr. Law were so adamant to control their children’s 
lives? In which cases were their parental actions redeemable versus not? 

• From Birdie to Mave to Annabelle, how does social class affect different 
characters’ decisions and actions? In particular, consider the exchange of money 
and power in the novel. How are characters’ choices influenced by their socio-
economic status? Do you think the class system is partly to blame for crimes 
committed in the novel?



(Discussion, continued)

• What would you have done in Annabelle’s place when faced with the threat of 
arrest — or murder?

• Who do you think should have been held responsible for the murder(s) in 1991? 
Do you think either Birdie or Charlie got what they deserved? Why or why not?

• Who — or what— do you think Holden Robert Frost really is? What inspired his 
literary tattoos and name, and why do you think he insists on wearing a mask? 
Why do you think he trusted Mave? Was she right to return his trust eventually, 
despite warnings? 

• What about the plot surprised you most, and why?



The Hitman’s Daughter is your debut 
novel. Can you share a bit about your 
experience? What inspired you to tell 
this story?

I’ve always loved gothic settings and 
plotlines — ghost stories in particular. 
For me, writing gothic suspense is less 
about telling a scary story, and more 
about creating an uncanny one for 
readers to reflect on. The initial 
inspiration behind The Hitman’s 
Daughter came from a stint I had as a 
shopgirl in a grand hotel; the chateau 
was part of the historical Grand Trunk 
Railway, and once I learned about the 
hotel’s boarded up trainline, I was 
forever fascinated! The seeds for Mave’s
story were planted then and there, but 
it wouldn’t be until years later that I 
actually developed them into a novel. I 
was also intrigued by the idea of a 
gender-bent The Fugitive crossed with 
The Phantom of the Opera. Similarly, I 
wanted to take all that amazing 
atmosphere of gothic suspense classics 
like The Haunting of Hill House, and 
infuse it with fast-paced action plus 
romantic drama.

Tell us a bit more about Mave Michael. 
The combination of her upbringing 
and sixth sense make her experiences 
throughout the novel so unique. How 
did you come up with her character?

My go-to heroes in novels have always 
been strong female underdogs and 
“weirdos.” Miriam in Blackbirds by 
Chuck Wendig or Agnieszka in 
Uprooted by Naomi Novik come to 
mind. I suppose, as an Armenian of the 
diaspora who’s been displaced twice-
over due to wars and geo-politics, 
underdogs and social outcasts are more 
relatable to me. Before writing The 
Hitman’s Daughter, I’d received some 
feedback that I wrote “unlikeable” 
protagonists. The critique was a 
challenge for me. I wanted for Mave to 
be an insecure, vulnerable “outsider” 
that readers could relate to and 
hopefully, empathize with, but also 
counterbalance that with amazing 
strength — kind of like a misfit 
superhero who could be plausible in 
real life. It seemed logical that she’d 
have an extraordinary gift or two. 
Misplacing personal items — my phone, 
keys, wallet — is also a pet peeve of 
mine, so developing Mave’s sixth sense 
was extremely satisfying!

***WARNING: Plot Spoilers Ahead in Answers***



Did any particular authors or ghost 
stories impact your writing of The 
Hitman’s Daughter? Do you have any 
favorite films or novels in a similar 
gothic vein? 

I have so many gothic influences and 
favorite ghost stories — as well as 
inspirations from overlapping genres 
like magical realism, mystery and horror 
— I couldn’t possibly list them all here! 
A select few include, Garden Spells by 
Sarah Addison Allen, Beloved by Toni 
Morrison, and Bag of Bones by Stephen 
King. I also loved the film adaptation of 
Jane Eyre by Cary Fukunaga and The 
Others by Alejandro Amenábar. I’m 
especially drawn to the gothic, if not 
surreal aesthetic of Guillermo del Toro 
in his films like The Shape Of Water or 
Crimson Peak. I think, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, all of 
these impacted my writing of The 
Hitman’s Daughter. 

The Château du Ciel feels so alive on 
the page — it’s almost a character 
itself. How and why did you develop 
this fictional setting? 

It’s funny because, prior to finding my 
voice in gothic mysteries, I wrote a lot 
of fantasy. I think this definitely laid the 
groundwork for my approach to how to 
craft settings. Until now, I love the 
freedom of creating entirely fictional, 
vivid and three-dimensional worlds that 
are influenced by real places and lived 
geographies. In many ways, settings are 
my first love — my mental “vacation 
destinations.” In fact, the setting is 
often what triggers a story idea for me, 
even before character or plot. That was 
certainly the case with The Hitman’s 
Daughter. The Château du Ciel came 
first. Then Mave “walked on set.” I’ve 
also had the opportunity to visit and 
spend time in some fascinating hotels 
— both rundown and grand — so all 
that came into play.

(A Conversation, continued)

I love the freedom of  
creating entirely fictional, 
vivid and three-dimensional 
worlds that are influenced 
by real places and lived 
geographies…

“



Were there any particular challenging 
scenes you encountered while 
writing? Any surprises during the 
writing process?

Hmm… in retrospect, the most 
challenging scene to write was the kiss 
between Mave and Holden. I have a 
great deal of respect for romance 
writers! Finding the right choreography, 
language, and level of lust to capture 
their whirlwind and intense intimacy was 
tricky to say the least. Having said that, 
I’m really happy with how the scene 
turned out. This was in contrast to 
scenes in The Hitman’s Daughter like 
the final reveal in 1991, when Annabelle 
gets to tell her story of how she died. 
The treachery and trauma poured out, 
and it was surprising how strongly I 
heard Annabelle’s voice in my head. 
She’d waited a long time to tell her 
story, and when the moment arrived to 
write that scene, her grievance gushed 
onto the page.

What do you hope readers take away 
from this story?

I’m particularly sensitive to the 
victimization of women in crime fiction, 
and more generally, in Western media 
and entertainment. Its often-unspoken 

name is men’s violence. It’s become so 
commonplace, we barely bat an eyelid 
anymore. The saddest part is that these 
fictional portrayals of gendered violence 
reflect the real-lived horrors of our 
world. I hope readers will find The 
Hitman’s Daughter offers them an 
entertaining, feminist slant on crime 
fiction. Specifically, ghost stories can 
help reclaim some of the power 
stripped by representations of 
victimization. So my goal is to offer 
readers a thrilling and satisfying escape 
from real-life horror — one where the 
strength of women is highlighted. 
Simply put, there is karma. The bad guy 
doesn’t get away with it.

What’s next for Mave Michael?

You might say Mave is a magnet for 
trouble! Readers can expect more 
uncanny encounters and challenges 
thrown her way. First and foremost, she 
has to solve the puzzle of Holden 
Frost… and I can’t wait to share how 
that mystery develops!

(A Conversation, continued)



To help set the mood, The Hitman’s Daughter
has its very own custom cocktail. This signature 
drink offers a smoky twist on a Dark ’N’ Stormy 
and is inspired by the flavors of my favorite, 
mysterious anti-hero, Holden Frost.

Ingredients:
2 oz dark rum
½ oz fresh lime juice
2-3 drops liquid smoke
Ice
3 oz chilled ginger beer
1 lime wedge
1 candied orange slice (optional)

Directions:
Combine the rum, lime juice, liquid smoke, and 
ice in a cocktail shaker; shake well. Strain the 
drink into a tall glass full of ice. Stir in the 
ginger beer. For garnish, add the lime wedge 
to the cocktail, and top with a skewered slice 
of candied orange.

THE SPIRIT OF DEAD POETS

Adapted from source: www.foodandwine.com/recipes/dark-n-stormy

http://www.foodandwine.com/recipes/dark-n-stormy


CLASSIC HOT TODDY

Ingredients:

1½ oz brown liquor such as brandy, whiskey or rum
1 tbsp honey
½ oz lemon juice
1 cup hot water
1 lemon wedge, cinnamon stick and star anise, for garnish (optional)

Directions:

Combine the ingredients listed inside a warmed mug, excluding the garnishes. Top 
with the lemon, cinnamon stick or star anise as desired.

Source: www.winemag.com/recipe/classic-hot-toddy-recipe/

SWEATER WEATHER

Ingredients:

2 oz Scotch
1 tsp cranberry jam
½ oz ginger syrup (recipe, next page)
½ oz lemon juice
Freshly grated nutmeg, for garnish

Directions:

Add Scotch, jam, ginger syrup and lemon juice 
to a cocktail shaker filled with ice. Shake until 
chilled. Strain into a coupe glass. Garnish with 
nutmeg.

Source:_www.lcbo.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/en/lcbo/recipe/sweater-
weather/L202010010#.YHo1Qy0ZMch
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http://www.winemag.com/recipe/classic-hot-toddy-recipe/
http://www.lcbo.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/en/lcbo/recipe/sweater-weather/L202010010


(Cocktails, continued)

Ginger Syrup:

1 cup chopped peeled ginger
1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup water

Stir ingredients together in a small pan set over medium-high heat. Bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat to low and simmer until flavours infuse, about 10 minutes. Remove from 
heat. Let cool completely. Fine-strain into a resealable container. Syrup can be 
refrigerated for up to 2 weeks. Makes 1¼ cups.

FESTIVE MULLED WINE

Ingredients:
1 (750 mL) bottle red wine
1 orange, sliced into rounds,
6 whole cloves
3 cinnamon sticks
3 star anise
¼  cup honey
½  cup brandy

Directions:
In a medium saucepan over medium heat, combine all ingredients. Bring to a simmer 
and reduce heat to low; simmer gently for additional 10 minutes. Serve warm and 
garnish with more orange slices and cinnamon sticks as desired.

Source: www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/a23364385/mulled-wine-recipe/
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http://www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/a23364385/mulled-wine-recipe/


SPARKLE & SPICE PUNCH

Ingredients:

2 cups cold unsweetened pomegranate juice
½ cup clementine juice
Clove & Cinnamon Syrup (recipe below)
two 750-mL bottles chilled, dry sparkling wine

Directions:

Combine and stir together pomegranate juice, 
clementine juice and one quantity of chilled 
Clove & Cinnamon Syrup in a punch bowl. 
Pour in dry sparkling wine such as Prosecco or 
cava. Garnish with clementine slices or 
segments, as desired.

Clove & Cinnamon Syrup:

Combine 1 cup sugar, 1 cup water, 1 tbsp 
cloves and a cinnamon stick in a medium pot; 
set over medium-high heat. Boil, covered, for 
5 minutes. Remove from heat and let stand 
until cool to infuse further. Strain. Chill 
thoroughly before use.

Source: www.lcbo.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/en/lcbo/recipe/sparkle-spice-
punch/F201806097#.YHo3ji0ZMcg

Photo by
Alaksiej Čarankievič

on
Unsplash

http://www.lcbo.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/en/lcbo/recipe/sparkle-spice-punch/F201806097
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Dear Reader, 

I sincerely hope The Hitman’s Daughter
gives you a thrilling, entertaining 
escape from the darkness of our world. 
If you enjoyed the novel, please 
consider leaving a review on Amazon, 
Goodreads, and/or social media to help 
spread the word. My heartfelt thank you 
for your readership and support!

Photo: Gillian Foster


